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Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Re:  Covid-19 Update

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge and thank Dr Bennett for his leadership while I was seconded 
to the NZ Teaching Council.  I am also extremely grateful to Mr Roger Gribble and the Howick 
College Board for allowing me to take leave of absence.  It isn’t the return I imagined but 
I appreciate that Covid-19 is still very active in our Auckland communities.  In the interest of 
public health, the government has decided that schools in Auckland will not reopen next week 
for the start of the new term. 

School Remains Closed 

The school will not be open for staff and students on Monday 18 October until further notice. 

Distance Learning and Onsite Workshops 

The Howick College distance learning programme will continue from Monday 18 October for all 
students.  As in Term 3, all students should check their Google Classrooms each Monday morning 
to receive learning and online lesson times for the week.  

There will also be an opportunity for some students studying practical subjects in Year 12 and 
Year 13 to attend onsite workshops.  More information about this will be sent next week. 

Children in Year 9 who need to attend school from Monday 18 October because they do not have 
appropriate care at home will need to register their attendance before Friday 15 October 3.00pm 
by emailing: paul.bennett@howick.school.nz   

These students will be supervised by the senior leadership team and complete online learning. 
No school buses will be running.  All covid protocols will be in place at this time.  Students 
attending must wear a face mask and maintain a safe distance.   

Vaccinations 

The government has made it mandatory for all staff to have a covid test before returning to 
school and to be fully vaccinated by 1 January 2022.  Students are encouraged to be 
vaccinated but this is not compulsory and schools will be required to keep a vaccination 
register for all staff and students.  On behalf of the Board and staff, I encourage all families to 
support the government’s plan to eliminate covid by being vaccinated.  Please make every 
opportunity to access this important health service in your region.     

Face Masks 

It is compulsory for all students to wear masks when they return to school.  This includes all buses 
to and from school and any other public transport.  Further information will be provided next week. 

mailto:paul.bennett@howick.school.nz


School Calendar Events 

Once the government has reviewed alert levels on Monday 18 October, we will provide further 
advice on our plans for end of year school celebrations including, sports, arts, House and Senior 
Honours Ceremonies.  At this stage we will continue planning our Year 9 Camps.    

Staying Safe 

While it is disappointing to start the final term of the year in this manner, it is important for us all 
to play our part to keep ourselves and others safe.  Please ensure you continue to cooperate 
with Covid-19 expectations so that we can return to school as soon as possible.  In the 
meantime, stay well and take care of each other.  I appreciate that this extended period of 
lockdown is impacting all our families and in particular your children.  I remain confident that our 
students will continue with the same commitment and courage that has served them well 
previously to overcome this next stage of the pandemic.   

There will be more detailed information sent out next week but, in the meantime, please refer to 
the links below which will provide you with further information about the government's response 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

https://parents.education.govt.nz/essential-information/covid-19-information-for-parents-and-
whanau/ 

https://covid19.govt.nz/ 

Regards 

Mr I L Ropati 
Principal  
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