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15 September 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
Update from the Howick College Board 
 
I hope all our community is doing their best to positively work through another period of Covid lockdown. 
This looks set to continue for some time yet and we trust that that you are getting the support you need in 
order to come out the other side in reasonable shape. 
 
Covid has disrupted another term of learning, sport and other co-curricular activities, and taken away 
opportunities for our students.  It is worth acknowledging, that while the winter sports seasons did not finish 
in the way we would have hoped and anticipated, many of our teams ended the local competitions in strong 
positions.  Many teams led their respective grades.  This is a testament to the commitment of the students 
involved and the staff, coaches and parents who supported them.  There will be some disappointment that 
teams were not able to see the season out.  In some instances, they are unable to continue to national 
competitions.  This is one of the unfortunate impacts of the current environment.  Hopefully, we can take 
the same spirit and aspects of character that allowed so many to enjoy success and apply these to our current 
circumstances. 
 
This is particularly important as we unfortunately continue with the Level 4 Covid lockdown.  Realistically, it 
looks likely that we will remain in distance learning through to the end of Term three.  To this end, while 
many students will naturally be focused on their schoolwork, finding time to attend to our physical and 
mental wellbeing is also important.   
 
For our senior students concerned about end of year results, we hope the changes to the NCEA credits, the 
exam timetable and the efforts being made by staff to accommodate practice exams, will assist you with your 
preparation. 
 
The work of the Board is continuing through lock down.  Multiple Full Board and Sub-Committee meetings 
are taking place.  These provide the Board with insights into the work which goes on behind the scenes by 
Staff and the Senior Leadership team, to ensure our children and rangatahi are provided with an environment 
which allows them to succeed.   
 
Regular updates are provided by the school and can be found here. 
 
Mental wellbeing is important for all our community including students, staff and whānau.  There are many 
on-line tools and many companies are supplying their staff with tools to assist in the mental wellbeing.  This 
list was produced by the Ministry of Health in 2020.  For those who are struggling to deal with the uncertainty 
created by COVID, we encourage you to explore what options for support are available.  
 
Finally, on behalf of the Board, I would like to thank our staff and students for their continued commitment 
and courage at adapting to the ever-changing climate we have to work in.  Many of our staff also have 
children at home.  Their commitment to our children and their own needs, will create a busy environment to 
manage.  We look forward to seeing our community returning to learning at school in the near future. 
 
 
Roger Gribble 
Presiding Member 
Howick College Board 

https://www.howickcollege.school.nz/covid-19-update
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/digital-mental-wellbeing-tools-august2020.pdf

