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18 August 2020 

Dear Parents and Caregivers 

RE: Covid-19 Update – Year 12 and Year 13 under Alert Level 3 

The Ministry of Education has announced that students in Year 12 and Year 13 may physically attend school 
if required by the Principal. 

Howick College Leadership Team have carefully considered the implications and logistics of re-opening within 
the current alert level 3 status.  Guiding our decision making process has been the continued health and 
wellbeing of every member of our school community. 

Given that the city is still at a high level of alert, along with the current MOE restrictions we are unable to 
safely accommodate all Year 12 and 13 students into school at this time.  In our view, the risk of increasing 
levels of physical interaction and exposure to Covid-19 for all to return at this time is not appropriate. 

We have every confidence in our on-line learning programmes which, despite some early challenges in 
March went well within the Covid-19 environment.  At this stage, the learning needs are being satisfactorily 
met and we don’t believe we need to significantly deviate from our current on-line learning approach. 

Having said that, the Leadership Team are considering opportunities to strengthen the learning for 
small groups of identified Year 12 and Year 13 students who are in the practical learning subject areas 
and may need to attend school.  These students are the most disadvantaged because they are not able to 
complete practical learning tasks at home. The Leadership Team will work on how this model might safely 
operate and be appropriately managed to meet all of the Health and Safety requirements needed at alert 
level 3. 

A further communication will be provided by subject teachers directly to the students that this 
possible programme may affect.  In the meantime, all students will continue with the on-line learning 
programme that is already in place. 

Yours faithfully 

Mr I L Ropati 
Principal 


