
 

 

 

 
 
3 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
Welcome back 

It is pleasing to have all our staff and students back at school following the lockdown period.  I am sure we 
are all hoping for a further reduction of alert level on the 6 September when our Prime Minister reviews our 
situation.  In the meantime, please be assured that we are following all of the health and safety advice from 
the Ministries of Health and Education. 
 
Masks 

The government have mandated the wearing of masks for all public transport uses but has stopped short of 
making them compulsory for school attendance.  Notwithstanding this, we encourage parents to take the 
additional step of asking their child to wear a mask when at school for further protection against Covid-19. 
 
Senior School Practice Examinations 

As previously mentioned and following consultation with our Heads of Learning and student leaders, the 
school will proceed with our planned Senior School Practice Examinations. 
 
The purpose of these practice exams is to identify learning gaps early and then to target specific teaching to 
close the gaps before students depart for NCEA external exams at the end of the year.  NZQA has already 
delayed the start of the external examinations which will provide us with four clear weeks of teaching and 
learning time in Term 4 to build upon the information provided by these practice exam results. 
 
This means, Year 11, 12 and 13 students will be sitting Senior School Practice Examinations from Tuesday 8 
September to Friday 18 September (see timetable provided at the end of this letter).  All senior school 
students will be granted study leave during this period.  This means that they are not required to be at the 
College during the school day other than when they are sitting their examinations.  These examinations will 
provide students with the necessary feedback on their externally assessed topics. 
 
NCEA Derived Grades  

Due to the impact that Covid-19 has had on learning time during the year, NZQA have allowed schools some 
flexibility to broaden our application of ‘derived grades’ in the possible event that there is further disruption 
to NCEA assessment and examinations.  Previously, when students were unable to attend an NZQA end of 
year exam, their derived grade would be based only on the mark they received in the practice examinations.  
 
Our new approach considering this year, is more holistic in that we will take into account other assessments 
and work completed during the year to determine a derived grade.  This will allow a much fairer approach to 
any students who are unable to sit external examinations.   
 
Today, senior students were advised via a short video of this ‘new’ process.  I have  included the video link 
here for your information. Copies of individualised examination timetables have been distributed to all 
students via tutor time.  If your child needs another copy, they can collect one from the Student Office. 
 
 

https://www.howickcollege.school.nz/ncea


 

Parent/Teacher Interviews for Senior Students 

Depending on the alert level review, we plan to hold face to face parent interviews for Senior Students on 
Wednesday 21 October. These interviews are an important opportunity to ensure parents and students have 
as much feedback as possible following their practice examinations. Further information will be provided 
shortly about the appointment system and I encourage you to make yourself available.   

Thank you again for your understanding and support leading up to the end of term 3.  We will continue to 
focus on ways in which to maximise the limited teaching and learning time left to ensure students are well 
placed for their NZQA external examinations. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr I L Ropati 
Principal  
 

 


